THE GRID LEAK

The Official Newsletter of the Tulare County Amateur Radio Club

P.O. Box 723, Visalia, CA 93279
TULARE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA
146.880 (-) TCARC REPEATER

Blue Ridge Mountain
East of Visalia, California
36 17.19' N Latitude, 118 50.23"' W Longitude
5,700" above Sea Level

I.R.L.P. Node # 8120
Echolink Node # 152747 (WAG6BAI-R)

Web Page: http://www.tcarc.net/
Companion site at: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/wa6bai/

Club Officers
President: Steve Lee-Thomas W6SLT Vice President: Dave McElroy WB6BEF
Secretary: Ray Quinn KF6KMY Treasurer: Bill Stenger K6QOG
Past President: Ray Quinn KF6KMY Repeater Liaison: Chuck Ward WAG6SAA

Activities Director: Hal Clover KC5LUB
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Monthly DEC/EC Report

Jurisdiction: Tulare County Month: February

Year: 2

AMATEUR RADIO EMERGENCY SERVICE

Total number of ARES members: 24 Change since last month: +1_(+,-, or same)

Local Net Name: Southern San Joaquin Valley FM Radio Net Total sessions: 4

NTS liaison is maintained with the Net
Number of drills, tests and training sessions this month: 1 Person hours: 5
Number of public service events this month: 1 Person hours: 30
Number of emergency operations this month: 0 Person hours: 0
Total number of ARES operations this month: 2 Total Person hours: 35

Comments: The public service event was a demonstration of group capabilities to Citizen Corps Council.

Signature: Hal Clover Title: (EC or DEC) EC Call %'gn: KC5LUB
Please send to your SEC or DEC as appropriate by 2"%of the month FSD-212 (1-04)



Tulare County Amateur Radio Club

TCARC MINUTES - 2/24/05

The meeting was called to order @1941.
Introductions.
It was determined that a Quorum was present.

Those in attendance:

WG6SLT Steve Lee-Thomas Visalia
WAGBSAA Chuck Ward Three Rivers
K6QOG Bill Stenger Elderwood
------ Carol Stenger Elderwood
KF6KMY Ray Quinn Tulare
KF6KMX Scott Yarbrough  Hanford
W6NRS Gloria Vicenti Visalia
N6YMM Dave Millhouse Visalia
WAGBEF Dave McElroy Visalia
WA2RQK Pam Drake Visalia
KG6AIR Bill Balsley Visalia
KC5LUB Hal Clover Porterville

Treasurer's Report Acting treasurer Dave Millhouse, N6YMM
reported approximately $1175.00. The PO Box was the only
expenditure paid.

Old Business

Nominations for each office were closed just before each
vote.

1. Bill Stenger, K6QOG was unanimously elected treasurer.

2. Ray Quinn, KF6KMY was nominated for Secretary by
Steve Lee-Thomas, W6SLT and seconded by Bill Stenger,
K6QOG. He was elected unanimously.

3. Dave McElroy, WAG6BEF was unanimously elected as
Vice President.

4. Steve Lee-Thomas, W6SLT was unanimously reelected
as President.

5. Charles Ward, WA6SAA was unanimously elected as
Repeater Liaison.

6. Hal Clover, KC5LUB was unanimously elected as Activities
Director.

Standing Committees Chairs:

Public relations: Gloria Vicenti, W6NRS
Emergency: Hal Clover, KC5LUB

Repeater Committee: Dave McElroy, WAGBEF

New Business
None

REPEATER COMMITTEE MEETING. There will be a
Repeater Committee meeting on Mar. 10th, 1930 hrs. At the
Red Cross Office. Everyone is welcome to participate in this
meeting.

Committee Reports.
WG6SLT — Should have report from OES within 30 days.

WAGBEF — Repeater Committee met on 10 February.
Wediscussed future goals and objectives of the committee.

Charles, WAGSAA has the VHF and UHF repeaters working.

The drill on 18 Feb shows the need for alternate repeater
site to Blue Ridge. Simplex works OK, but not well enough.
The next meeting will be 10 March at the Red Cross in
Visalia. Everyone requested to make suggestions as to
what the repeater should be, options, bells, whistles,
controller, etc. Everyone is welcome to attend the meeting
at 19:30.

February Gridleak Correctin: Dave Williams, in the RACES
report. Correct call sign should read KAGMEC.

WAGBSAA VHF/UHF repeater working. UHF 80 w Buzzing
grinch could be TV or video carrier getting into 146.88.
Suggests listening on input freq.

Charles asks that everyone listen to repeater input (146.280)
when the “grunge” noise is heard. If you hear it on the input,
please let us know WHERE you are when you hear it.
The controller has 250 functions, with sub-functions. We
need suggestions as to what we want it to do for us.

Do we need UHF receiver on site #2? Do we want a UHF
repeater on site #2? We need antennas for both sites.
KC5LUB: Citizen Core CERT training. Asked for committee
for emergency communications, REACT, FRS, Hams.
Discussed drill scenario involving train accident near
Corcoran. Drill was successful W6ALT, WAGBEF, KI60OH,
KG6AIR, AD6N, KA6HGA, K6QOG, W6MTR, and KEBDAW
were involved in the drill. Representatives from various
offices of both Tulare and Kings counties agencies were
present for the drill.

Baker to Vegas Run is April 22-23. Operators are needed
in the Baker and Las Vegas areas.

March of Dimes April 18. Would like APRS in shuttle van
along with other two. Someone to receive APRS @ COS.
KC5LUB Hal Clover, Activities Dir: Field Day: 25-26 June
2005. He pointed out two new rules.

WG6SLT: Discussed possibility of using a prefix for IRLP.
The Club’s web page will be moved to another host.
Motion to adjourn: Dave McElroy, WA6BEF

Second: Hal Clover, KC5LUB

Meeting was adjourned @ 2054 hours.

Respectfully submitted,
Ray Quinn KFEKMY




Tulare County Amateur Radio Club

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY SECTION
Report for February 2005

SM Charles McConnell, W6DPD- ASMs K6YK and W6FRH, AC
W6DPD, SEC N6ZFN, OOC
N1VM, STM K6RAU, PIC KE6IGJ, TC W6TE.

Greetings from the ARRL San Joaquin Valley Section.

Emergency Coordinators are needed in Kings, Mono
and Calaveras Counties. Contact N6ZFN (n6zfn@ares-races.net)
or W6DPD (w6pdp@arrl.org) if you can help.

Grant-sponsored Reimbursement Ending in June, the last
seat to be offered under the Corporation for National and
Community Service (CNCS)-sponsored grant will open. After
that, only a small number of reimbursable seats in each course
will be offered under the United Technologies Corporation (UTC)
grant through October. At this time, no further grant-sponsored
reimbursement for EmComm course students is on the horizon.
The monthly registration calendar is found online at
<https://www.arrl.org/cce/calendar.html>. Registration can be
done on-line during the applicable registration window at
<https://www.arrl.org/forms/cce/>. As stated at
<https://www.arrl.org/cce/courses.html>, registration via regular
mail is also an option. Please include the course you wish to
enroll in, your age group, gender, veteran status, preferred
email address, and telephone number. This has been a very
successful program, thanks chiefly to the support and participation
of the ARRL Field Organization. We sincerely appreciate your
efforts and hope that with your continued support, these grants
will conclude on a successful note. If you have any additional
questions, please send them to cce@arrl.org
<mailto:cce@arrl.org>.

Mark your calendars. The International DX Convention
(Visalia) is April 15-17, 2005. Check
www.ncdx.org/Ncdxc/Convention
<http://www.ncdx.org/Ncdxc/Convention> for information.
EMCOMM West will be May 13-15, 2005 in Reno. Check
www.ecomwest.org <http://www.ecomwest.org/> for information.
Pacificon 05 will be October 14-16, 2005 at the San Ramon
Marriott. Check www.pacificon.org <http://www.pacificon.org/>
for information.

The annual M2 Antenna Systems, Inc. open house is April
2, 2005 in Fresno. Check www.m2inc.com/openhouse2a.html
<http://www.m2inc.com/openhouse2a.htmli>for information and
directions.

When your affiliated club elects officers for the next year,
be sure to update your clubls information on the affiliated club
area of the ARRL web page.

Need to take an Amateur exam? Check the ARRL web

page, www.arrl.org <http://www.arrl.org /> for exam information.

C

The Northern California Net (NCN), the Section Traffic
Net, meets nightly on 3.630 MHZ at 7 PM Pacific Time.
The slow speed training session of the net meets nightly
on 3.705 MHZ at 9 PM Pacific Time. Handling traffic on
CW is a good way to improve your CW skills. The Daytime
Region 6 Traffic Net meets daily at 3:30 pacific time on
or near 7.275 MHZ.

The Manteca Amateur Radio Club, San Joaquin
County ARES, and the Bay Area Educational Amateur
Radio Society will hold a one-day ‘ham cram’ technician
license class and testing session on Saturday, April 9,
2005 in Manteca. The class runs from 8am until 4pm.
Cost of the class is $30. Pre-registration and payment is
required. Space is limited. For information visit:
www.sanjoauinares.org

It is my sad duty to report that KK6LR, W7FMD,
WB6SHI, KQ6KT, W6KGF, and KB6DJT became a Silent
Keys. They will be missed.

Congratulations to WEINP and KD6PCT on completing
the ARECC Level 1 course.

Congratulations to W6ZND on 50 years of ARRL
membership.

Congratulations to KB6BXY on being named Ham of
the Year for the Bakersfield ARA.

The Clovis Amateur Radio Pioneers will sponsor a
transmitter hunt on March 19, 2005, beginning at 1 PM.
This will be a beginners T-Hunt intended to introduce new
hams to the fun on hunting transmitters. The hidden
transmitter will be on 147.54 MHZ. The hunters will meet
at the Clovis Senior Center, 804 Fourth Street in Clovis.E
There will be get together after the hunt. Contact Ray,
KB6LQV, at (559) 270-0520 for information.

San Joaquin Valley ARS 2005 officers are pres
KF6ZSW, vp and treas KG6TTF and sec KF6GKC. The
club meets the first Friday in Fresno for members and
invited guests only. Check www.sjvars.com
<http://sjvars.com/> for information.

QCWA Fresno Chapter 213 2005 officers are pres
W6YDE, vp WEYEP, sec/treas W6DPD and directors
K6XJ and W6RUJ. The chapter meets the 4th Tuesday
at Noon at Carrows Restaurant, 4280 N. Blackstone in
Fresno. The club operates the WQ6CWA repeater on
146.25/85 with a pl of 141.3 HZ.. All QCWA members
are invited to attend the meetings. Check
www.gcwa.org/chapter213.htm
<http://www.gcwa.org/chapter213.htm > for information.

Sierra ARC members helped with the Fire Mountain
Fifty Horse Ride. Those helping were KG6STR, WAGQYR,
WB6EPD, WA7RIW, KI6LO, W6PTH, and KC6UUR.

Traffic for February: KERAU 10, N6SUZ 29 for a total
of 39. PSHR K6RAU 68 and N6SUZ 88.

March Birthdays
Ray Quinn KF6KMY
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April Birthdays
Dave Millhouse N6YMM
Bill Shearer Sr. HAGHGA







